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“Building Community Centred Economies: Dialogue for Action”
IACD/CD Qld Conference at The Brisbane and Exhibition Centre
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� World leaders this year and in future years will co nvene 
and engage thought leaders and key decision makers via 
dialogue to actively address the current state and 
desired state of the global economy
� To consider changing requirements, rules and roles that will bring 

together governments, business and the NGO/Nonprofi t sector to 
explore new potential in collaborating and partners hips.

� The purpose, potential, and power of partnerships i s being severely 
challenged by the great global recession .

� Among the topics and themes made more critical by t he 
current global recession are: 
� The Future of Capitalism; 
� Wealth Inequality between North & South; 
� The Future of Work; 
� The Prospects for Green Business; 
� Energy Innovation, Viability, Sustaining the Enviro nment. 
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� Ongoing globalization in 2009 and for years to come  will 
remain a dominant driving factor and force as 
governments, business and communities seek to fashi on 
and apply strategically useful research, theory, an d 
practice to meet a range of fundamental life and 
community welfare outcomes and future outcomes that  
will result from working relationships and partners hips.
� In this paper there will be several partnership sna pshots 

articulating ongoing strategic efforts in the Unite d States, 
Canada, China, Lisbon, Portugal, and in Africa.

� This paper offers a synoptic perspective on north a nd 
south issues and perceptions in a changing global c limate 
where key and powerful factors are at play.  
� It is also important to promote dialogic exchange a nd action as 

the consequences of global systems change continues  full speed 
ahead.  

� Moreover economic struggles play out regionally and  locally in 
world forums where there is strategic contemplation , thought and
action that includes the 2009 G20 Summit, the Doha Development 
Round, the 2009 Summit of the Americas, United Nati ons 
activities, the  World Economic Forum at Davos & oth er meetings.
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I contend that the current global situation is both  aided, fed 
and influenced by a number of strategic forums and 
governance structures including and not limited to:

� The 2009 G20 Summit
� The 2009 Summit of the Americas
� The PEW Global Attitudes Project
� Stanford Social Innovation: Shades of Green
� The Annual World Economic Forum Davos
Conference
� Corporate Social Responsibility
� UNCP
� Strategic Planning/Visioning
� The Doha Development Round
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� The 2009 G20 Summit —’The Global Plan for Recovery 
and Reform,’ we face the greatest challenge to the w orld 
economy in modern times; a crisis which affects the  lives 
of women, men, and children in every country, and w hich 
all countries must join together to resolve.  A glo bal crisis 
requires a global solution.

� The 2009 Summit of the Americas —’Securing Our 
Citizens’ future by promoting human prosperity, ener gy 
security and environmental sustainability.

� The 2009 World Economic Forum at Davos —
Leaders must continue to develop a swift and coordi nated 
policy response to the most serious global recessio n 
since the 1930’s; global challenges demand global 
solutions. 
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� The Pew Global Attitudes Project —A long 
discussed hypothesis is that democratic values are 
strong among the middle class.  
� Economic well-being is linked with support for demo cracy. 

� Newer data from a 13 nation survey indicates that d epending on 
income if one is poor or middle-class, the poor wil l choose freedom 
from hunger and poverty before freedom of speech, b eing free from 
crime and violence, or being free to practice relig ion or beliefs.

� A majority of middle-class respondents selected fre e-speech as their 
number one choice.  Culture distinctions matter gre atly.

� Strategic Planning —will confront unchartered waters 
and tumultuous times.  
� Look beyond the crisis and be realistic about scena rio planning.
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� Corporate Social Responsibility— is self-regulating 
decisions and behavior by a corporation to act ethi cally and 
responsibly for its impact on the environment, cons umers, 
employees, communities, stakeholders and all others .

� The Doha Development Round —is a negotiation 
structure of the World Trade Organization (WTO) to lower 
trade barriers around the world to allow countries to increase 
trade globally.

� UNDP—operates in 166 countries in consultation with 
national governments and various local and internat ional 
development partners to make plans of action for ca pacity 
development.  UNDP gives people, governments, insti tutions 
and communities tools and training to address their  own 
needs in ways that can be sustainable.
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� The International climate for investing sustaining and growing 
government, corporate and community partnerships is  
severely impacted by strong economic strife that is  a 
widening reality.  

� In brief, the rapid expansion of business capital f or 
investment has cooled dramatically with the situati on 
worsening in all regions of the world.  

� Governments are going to be concerned with long ter m 
ramifications and the new realities that are still to become 
manifest as discussed by Martin Wolf, Amartya Sen, D ambisa
Moyo, C.K. Prahalad, Jeffrey Sachs and others.  

� In the classic book A Tale of Two Cities, Charles D ickens 
mentions “it was the best of times it was the worst  of times—
as the current times also represents.”
� The Dickens saga takes place in the years leading u p to the French 

Revolution (1789-1799) when globalization was diffe rent than it is now as a 
global force that with the power of modern technolo gy is all encompassing, 
quick and sudden.  

3



�������$������
%�	���		�
���������
���
&�����
�������$������
%�	���		�
���������
���
&�����

���������	���������	

� Leadership plays a vital and pivotal role in the pu blic 
policy partnering equation involving government, 
business and community as evidenced by Jorge G. 
Castaneda 
� In Foreign Affairs (September/October, 2008), he offers a 

clear reminder that national leaders come and go an d he 
suggests that the prevailing condition offers ‘the chance for 
a new beginning.”

� In this paper the starting point is that the field of 
community economic development is very expansive an d 
at times incongruent given the range and divergence  of 
theories, concepts, training and approaches advance d in 
institutes, colleges and universities and other set tings. 
� Around the world shifting circumstances of nations,  cultural 

regions and communities presents a significant chal lenge as 
well as opportunity in the globalization journey. 
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� Ongoing globalization in 2009 and for years to come  will remain a 

dominant driving factor and force as governments, b usiness and 
communities seek to fashion and apply strategically  useful 
research, theory, and practice to meet a range of f undamental life 
and community welfare outcomes and future outcomes often 
result from working relationships and partnerships.   
� In this paper there will be several partnership sna pshots articulating 

ongoing strategic efforts in the United States, Can ada, Lisbon, 
Portugal, and in Africa.

� This paper offers a perspective on north and south issues and 
perceptions in a changing global climate where key factors are at 
play.  
� It is also important to promote dialogic exchange a nd action as the 

consequences of global systems change continues ful l speed ahead.
� Moreover economic struggles play out regionally and locally in world 

forums where there is strategic contemplation, thou ght and action that 
includes the 2009 G20 Summit, the Doha Rounds, the 2009 Summit of 
the Americas, the annual Davos conference and other meetings.
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� While the aforementioned big policy discussions and  

discussants can eventually add value, the forums of ten 
overshadow innovative and valid efforts made by loc al groups 
and organizations that are not invited to participa te.  
� In this paper, there is discussion about economic r ealities that have 

come together as change points that alter the criti cal role of 
community centered strategy implementation involvin g government,
business, and communities.  

� As challenging economic and social conditions conti nue and others 
arise they spill over community boundaries at will to threaten places, 
regions and countries and freedom itself. 

� Finally, it is the complexity of leadership, partne rships and new 
requirements for doing so in a global economy, and where 
public policy and pragmatism along with diverse lea dership is 
contextual play between business, government and co mmunity 
systems and the quest for freedom to pursue vibrant  
community life, vitality and livelihood.
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� Practice and Reality: Community, 
Government and Business Partnerships

� The United Nations Global Compact (UNCP)
� The Annie E. Casey Foundation (AECF)
� Baltimore City Green Business
� China Mobile
� The Center for Urban Families (CFUF)
� The Heartland Center for Leadership Development
� Harambe Endeavor
� The Portugal Conference on Community Development 

(PCCD)
� The Common Ground Fund
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Discussion and Feedback

-.



*���	*���	

-/


