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Introduction

(Jenny Cameron)

Rethinking the economy
Rethinking economic relationships

l

Implications for environmental and
social well-being
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Theme 1: NECESSITY

How much do we need to live on?
What do we need for well-being?

Theme 2: SURPLUS

How do we use what we don'’t need?
How do we distribute social surplus?

Theme 3: PRODUCTION
How do we produce what we consume?

Theme 4: CONSUMPTION

How much do we consume?
What do we spend our money on?

Theme 5: COMMONS

How do we sustain and replenish our physical and social
commons?




Coordinates of a
Community Economy

Ways we can acknowledge and act
on our interdependencies with each
other and the natural environment.

l

Ways to build more ethical economic
practices.




1. Introduce Initiatives

2. Discuss each theme (time after each
theme for brief guestions/comments)

3. Discussion




West End Initiatives

Sarah Gall




Households in West End

e |ndividuals and households are the focus;

e What are the ethical decisions that householders
are making about food?

 Based In Brisbane’s West End (just down the
road):
— Tight housing market;,
— Pressures and challenges of demographic change;

— Community emphasis on ecological sustainability and
community autonomy;

— Context of challenges such as adapting to climate
change (Transition Town Initiative, etc).




Hillside Allotment Garden,
Cagayan de Oro, Mindanao,
The Philippines

Ann Hill

























Majura Kitchen Garden,
Canberra, Australia

Ann Hill




Community support and donations play a vital role

Volunteer labour




* Rotary club shows
hands of support for
the Majura Kitchen
Garden

Group members
discussing garden
plans at the monthly
Sunday afternoon
gathering




‘How do we make use of what
others don’'t need’?

The Majura Kitchen Garden is employing a
deliberate strategy of drawing on social

surplus and the surplus of business
entities




Newcastle Initiatives:
Fig Tree Community Garden
& Beanstalk Organic Food

Jenny Cameron













Photos from MASIPAG




MASIPAG

Magsasaka at Siyentipiko para sa Pag-unlad ng
Agrikultura or Farmer-Scientist Partnership for
Agricultural Development.

a network of small-scale farmers, farmers’ organisations,
scientists and non-governmental organisations (NGOSs).

Established in 1986, MASIPAG aims to improve the
guality of life of resource poor farmers through a farmer-
led sustainable agriculture approach.

Reaches 35,000 farmer members in the three main
regional zones of the Philippines: Luzon, the Visayas
and Mindanao.




The MASIPAG
network




The MASIPAG approach encompasses the following elem  ents:

Bottom-up approach
Decision-making, planning and implementation within the organisation come
from the membership. This is coordinated through farmer groups and a
decentralised organisational structure.

Farmer-scientist-NGO partnership
The organisation is run as a process of mutual, ongoing learning between
farmers, scientists and NGOs.

Farmer-led research
Research, including breeding of new rice varieties, is designed and
conducted by farmer-members for farmer-members.

Farmer-to-farmer mode of diffusion
Training in the network is largely conducted by farmer-trainers using a wide
range of techniques including trial farms, exchange days and cultural
activities.

Opposition to technological fixes
Change needs to be understood in a holistic way including attention to farmer
empowerment and farmer knowledge.

Advancing farmers’ rights
MASIPAG works within a broader commitment to farmers’ rights. Farmers’
rights include rights relating to land, seeds and genetic resources, production,
biodiversity, politics and decision-making, culture and knowledge, information
and research, and sociopolitical factors.


































Theme 1: Necessity

How much do we need to live on?
What do we need for well-being?

Sarah Gall
Ann Hill




Ethical economic decision-making

Necessary labour | |Surplus labour$

“Cameron” Decision to “work’ less and | Surplus labour shared
live on a lower wage: with householders and

- Sourcing food from neighbourhood (as
charitable organisations articulated by

and home-based Cameron).
production;

- Buying in bulk, swapping
bulk foods for other
foodstuffs.

Ethical commitments: Living an ecologically and soc lally-responsible life.




Ethical economic decision-making

Necessary labour |

Surplus labour{

“Jill”

Decision to “work’ less and
live on a sole parent
benefit:

- In-kind payment for labour
(organic food);

- Home-based food
production.

“Gifted” to daughter;
directed to sustaining
social networks.

Ethical commitments: Commitment to family (healthy
Intergenerational ecological knowledge transfer).

family,




e How much do we need to live on?
 \WWhat do we need for well-being?




Theme 2: Surplus

How do we use what we don’t need?
How do we distribute social surplus?

Ann Hill
Jenny Cameron




Theme 3: Production

How do we produce what we
consume?

Sarah Wright
Ann Hill



Theme 4: Consumption

How much do we consume?
What do we spend our money on?

Sarah Wright
Sarah Gall




Theme 5: Commons

How do we maintain and replenish
and physical and social commons?

Jenny Cameron
Sarah Wright




Discussion




