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Eastern Indonesian region
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Oelua village: characteristics

� Approx 2,100 people, 649 households
� Diverse ethnic groups because of in-migration
� Muslims (approx 25%) & Christians (majority 

Protestant)
� Diverse livelihood practices
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Seaweed farmers



Local market traders Home-based
kiosk owners



Hardwood traders



Inshore fishing



Trade in fuels: kerosene, diesel, petrol



Betel nut traders
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Three dimensions of economy

• Transactions
• Remuneration of labour
• Organisational form



Transactions Labour Organizational Form

MARKET WAGE CAPITALIST

ALTERNATIVE
MARKET

ALTERNATIVE 
PAID 

ALTERNATIVE 
CAPITALIST

NON-MARKET UNPAID NON-CAPITALIST
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Trepang, beche-de-mer or sea 
cucumber

Weighing dried trepang
at point of sale
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Paternalist profit sharing



What are the advantages of using a 
community economy approach?

� Focuses on issues of economic 
interdependence

� Problematises the flows of surplus at a 
community level

� Can be used to make distributional and 
equity issues explicit and to facilitate collective 
action around these issues
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Practices that undermine livelihoods and 
wellbeing

� how to strengthen practices in the diverse economy 
that are working well

� how to address practices that undermine livelihoods 
: environmental commons 



Process of making lime



Conclusion

� new representations of Eastern Indonesia and its people as 
having the resources, capacity and strengths to realise viable, 
place-based economic futures


