
WEALTHY COMMUNITIES

Sustainable Community Centered Solutions 

that Create Vibrant Local Economies



Key Elements for a Truly Wealthy Community

� Social Wealth – People are the key ingredient
� Sustainable Practices and Care of the Earth
� Community Building
� Community Mobilization and Empowerment
� Skills and Wisdom Available and Valued
� Strong Local Economies - where people spend their 

money locally
� Creative, Positive Solutions and Strategies
� Cultural and Spiritual Wealth
� Ethical Banking
� Education, Awareness Raising and Co-operation



Maleny, Crystal Waters and Sunshine Coast 
Regional Initiatives that Support 

and Empower Community Wealth



The Story of Maleny’s Co-operatives

Ethical Banking - MCU The first ethical ‘bank’ in Australia



Bartering Systems Maleny L.E.T.System
Local Energy Transfer System



Monthly Markets Support Members 
to Trade Without Using $’s



Micro-Finance  Earth Benefits Club

Access to ‘Green’ No Interest Loans 
via Club Membership





Co-operative Enterprise Maple St Co-op 
and The UpFront Club



Community Living Co-operatives Crystal Waters 
Permaculture Ecovillage and Community

Over 200 People 
Living and Creating 

Community and 
Village Living 

Together

Our Children Are Our Future



Crystal Waters Artisan 
Bakery and Store –

Two of the Businesses 
in the Village



Community Kitchen and Deck used for 
Functions, Course Hire, Meetings and 

Gatherings. Also Home to a Small 
Business and the Co-op Office.

Designed in 1993 using a Participatory 
Design Process



Small Enterprises and Collectives 
Generate a Wealth of Food and 

Products



A Monthly Community 
Market Brings Extra Life 

and Income to the Village



Multiplying Energy P.E.P. Days 
(Permaculture Energy Parties)





Transition Towns Initiatives Sustainable Maleny



Local Money  The Baroon Dollar



Multiplying Wealth   Co-opoly

• A Socio-Politico-Economic Development S(t)imutation
Tool

• Created by Robin Clayfield and Skye in 1990 to support 
Crystal Waters Community to Multiply the Energy and 
Wealth within the Community

• Inspired by the paradigm “There’s not enough money to 
do what we need to do” as a way to creatively change 
that paradigm

• Ideal for generating additional money, resources, energy 
and support for Community Projects

• Requires a pool of money to kick start the ‘Game’



Local Action and Support  Obi Obi Action
Shop Local Campaigns



500 people, in one motion, turned their 
backs on Woolworths forever and 

walked away with the intent to support 
our local businesses and celebrate what 

we love about our town of Maleny



Other Maleny and Local Initiatives

• L.E.E.D  Local (Local Economic & Enterprise Development Co op)

• Piece of Green (Craft and Artists Collective)

• Maleny Film Society (now making local films and archiving footage)

• Maleny Wood Expo and Barung Landcare
• Queensland Folk Federation (Woodford Folk Festival and The 

Dreaming Festival)

• The Chai Tent at Woodford Folk Festival
• The Welcome Mat (a monthly games evening to welcome new people 

to town)



We are all seeds 
of change.

May we plant 
ourselves in our 
Communities in 

the most 
nurturing and 

enhancing ways 
and may we 

receive the fruits 
of abundance 

and real wealth 
in every way

Robin Clayfield

EARTHCARE EDUCATION

58 Crystal Waters, Maleny Q’ld
Aust. 4552

Ph. 0754944707

<robin@earthcare.com.au>


