
Re-thinking ‘The Commons’ for Diverse Australian Communities

Taking Down the Fences:

Murray 
River



WHERE HAS ALL THE WATER GONE?



The road to CummeragunjaThe road to Cummeragunja
Traditional home of Yorta YortaTraditional home of Yorta Yorta

Barmah forest, east of Echuca onBarmah forest, east of Echuca on
DhungalaDhungala –– Murray RiverMurray River

We acknowledge the traditional owners We acknowledge the traditional owners 
and custodians of the country on which we standand custodians of the country on which we stand

We pay our respects to them and for their care of c ountry We pay our respects to them and for their care of c ountry 
May we walk gently on all landsMay we walk gently on all lands



Re-thinking ‘The Commons’ for Diverse Australian Communities

Taking Down the Fences:



Taking Down the Fences:

Wood: 
Murray River red gums dying



75% of River Red Gum trees are stressed, dead or dyi ng 

95% logged along the Murray River used for low value products: 
firewood, fence posts and railway sleepers. 

Wilderness Society January 14, 2009 

Taking Down the Fences:



Re-thinking ‘The Commons’ for Diverse Australian Communities

Taking Down the Fences:



Stressed water impact on wildlife....

Beyond reasonable drought
Australian Photographic exhibition currently on tour

Taking Down the Fences:



“Are scenes like this so ordinary that we don't see  the bottles and cans?”

Bendigo Creek Bike Trail Campaspe River at Echuca

Human pollution

Taking Down the Fences:



“Are scenes like this so ordinary that we don't see  the river pollution?”
Human pollution

Taking Down the Fences:

Herbicide Overkill in the Murray River Catchment

Sewerage Effluent

“The solution to pollution is dilution” WRONG



…Climate change could also have indirect social 
and economic effects 

as regional and international markets 
respond to climate change…

www.climatechange.vic.gov.au

Taking Down the Fences: water for food

Agriculture and primary production



Taking Down the Fences



Re-thinking ‘Water Commons’ for South East Australian Communities

Taking Down the Fences:

Earth: droughted land no longer food bearing



Taking Down the Fences: Plantation Logging and Water Catchments
Diamond Gully Victoria

September 2002: Diamond Gully 
flows intoTullaroop Res/Loddon River thence into Murray River 

Note lack of buffers to protect creek from impacts of herbicides, 
fertilisers, sediment and disturbed mining sediment .



REGROWTH FORESTS TAKE 30% then 50% OF RAINFALL
so little water goes into creeks rivers catchments

Taking Down the Fences:

First Black Saturday Fire Cloud 7 February 2009



AirAir
Rural air pollution, Crop spraying Rural air pollution, Crop spraying 
Bushfire smoke= Bushfire smoke= ‘‘naturalnatural ’’ , suppressants, suppressants

Water Water 
Health of SMDB rivers and tributariesHealth of SMDB rivers and tributaries

EarthEarth
Degraded land and threatened biodiversityDegraded land and threatened biodiversity
Toxic land fill dumping, salinity, erosionToxic land fill dumping, salinity, erosion

FireFire
Bushfire, climate change Bushfire, climate change ‘‘droughtdrought ’’
severe temperature eventssevere temperature events

Wood Wood 
Rain attractant, soil health, buildingRain attractant, soil health, building

MetalMetal
Vehicles, farm and industry equipmentVehicles, farm and industry equipment
Building, goods transportBuilding, goods transport -- containerscontainers

Issues impacting on the water commonsIssues impacting on the water commons



Re-thinking ‘The Commons’ for Diverse Australian Communities

Taking Down the Fences:



Re-thinking ‘The Commons’ for Diverse Australian Communities

Taking Down the Fences:



Taking Down the Fences: Commodification of water

Governments, governance and economic rationalism



Re-thinking ‘Water Commons’ for South East Australian Communities

Taking Down the Fences:

Murray River Hume Reservoir 5% full March 2009



Re-thinking ‘Water Commons’ for South Eastern Australian Communities

Taking Down the Fences:



WOMINJIKA

Thankyou for the welcome to your land
Can we too/two walk as one 

Underneath this sun
Thankyou for the welcome to your land

Some of you shed your blood when the long boats hit  the sand
Some of you danced with us, dancing hand in hand

Some of you were stolen from your home when you wer e young
In this … In this old land
In this … In this old land

Wo…. Wominjika, Wo…. Wominjika, Wo…. Wominjika

Some of us arrived in chains, some with a bible or a gun
Some came to make our fortune, Some came for the su n

Some of us sought refuge, to start our lives anew
In this … In this old land
In this … In this old land

Thankyou for the welcome to your land



Water is a human rightWater is a human right

““ Water is essential for human life and all life on e arthWater is essential for human life and all life on e arth

Access to safe water is a basic human rightAccess to safe water is a basic human right

It is a vital public health needIt is a vital public health need …”…”



Water is a human rightWater is a human right

That water is essential for human life and all life  on earth.That water is essential for human life and all life  on earth.
Access to safe water is a basic human right. It is a vital publiAccess to safe water is a basic human right. It is a vital publi c health need.c health need.
Therefore, each member of the human community has t he right to aTherefore, each member of the human community has t he right to a ccessible, ccessible, 

affordable water in quantity and quality sufficient  to life affordable water in quantity and quality sufficient  to life 
and basic economic activities.and basic economic activities.

Water has cultural significance beyond its health a nd environmenWater has cultural significance beyond its health a nd environmen tal value.tal value.
Water is not and should not be a commodity to be bo ught and soldWater is not and should not be a commodity to be bo ught and sold as merchandise as merchandise 

in the market place. Rather, the global water suppl y is a shain the market place. Rather, the global water suppl y is a sha red legacy,red legacy,
a public trust and a fundamental human right.a public trust and a fundamental human right.

Water is a natural resource that should be used jud iciously and Water is a natural resource that should be used jud iciously and preserved preserved 
for the common good of all peoples and ecosystems o n this plafor the common good of all peoples and ecosystems o n this pla net. net. 

Healthy ecosystems ensure the human right to water for future geHealthy ecosystems ensure the human right to water for future ge nerations.nerations.

http://www.righttowater.net/id2.htmlhttp://www.righttowater.net/id2.html



Water is a human rightWater is a human right

Water is an increasingly scarce natural resourceWater is an increasingly scarce natural resource

water ownership water ownership 

water controlwater control

water management water management 

water distribution water distribution 

BELONG IN THE PUBLIC DOMAINBELONG IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN



Water is a human rightWater is a human right

Water is an increasingly scarce natural resource, a nd as a resulWater is an increasingly scarce natural resource, a nd as a resul t is crucial to the t is crucial to the 
security of all societies and sovereignty of nation s around tsecurity of all societies and sovereignty of nation s around t he world. he world. 

For this reason alone, its ownership, control, mana gement and diFor this reason alone, its ownership, control, mana gement and di stribution stribution 
belong in the public domain.belong in the public domain.

Citizens have the right to effectively participate in the shapinCitizens have the right to effectively participate in the shapin g of public policies g of public policies 
that fundamentally affect their lives such as the c ontrol of that fundamentally affect their lives such as the c ontrol of water, water, 
and government has a responsibility to ensure this right. and government has a responsibility to ensure this right. 

http://www.righttowater.net/id2.htmlhttp://www.righttowater.net/id2.html



Water is a human rightWater is a human right

We emphasize the gravity and urgency of the current  situation:We emphasize the gravity and urgency of the current  situation:

•• 1.4 billion people lack access to clean drinking wa ter.1.4 billion people lack access to clean drinking wa ter.

•• By 2025 some 3 billion people will be suffering fro m water shorBy 2025 some 3 billion people will be suffering fro m water shor tage.tage.
Over 80 percent of them live in developing countrie s, Over 80 percent of them live in developing countrie s, 
predominantly in rural areas and in areas of margin al habitationpredominantly in rural areas and in areas of margin al habitation
in and around large cities.in and around large cities.

•• 80 percent of all diseases in developing countries can be trace80 percent of all diseases in developing countries can be trace d back d back 
to the use of polluted water.to the use of polluted water.

•• The poor spend up to twenty times more than the ric h for safe wThe poor spend up to twenty times more than the ric h for safe w ater.ater.

•• Current international trade and investment agreemen ts encourageCurrent international trade and investment agreemen ts encourage
commodificationcommodification and corporate control of water resources, and corporate control of water resources, 
which reduces access to water and limits government  capacities which reduces access to water and limits government  capacities 
to comply with their obligations under the right to  water.to comply with their obligations under the right to  water.

http://www.righttowater.net/id2.htmlhttp://www.righttowater.net/id2.html



As the world's oldest 
surviving culture

Indigenous Australians offer 
a profound depth of 
knowledge

The overwhelming reason why the Basin is in the condition it's in, 
is because of bad management over allocation of water and the 
current drought. 

Steven Ross
Coordinator of the Murray Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations 

confederation of the ten Indigenous nations 
belonging to the vast region spanned by the Murray-Darling Rivers

ABC Message Stick 220509



Canadian Dr. Maude Barlow, 
Senior Advisor on Water Issues 
to the President of the United Nations General Assembly. 

Appointment announced during the 60th anniversary celebration 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Water is a commons to be shared by allWater is a commons to be shared by all

not a commodity not a commodity 
to be allocated only to those with moneyto be allocated only to those with money



APRIL FOOLS DAY 2009- MAUDE BARLOW

The world is on the edge of 'water bankruptcy' 

HUMAN WATER FOOTPRINT SURPASSES ALL OTHERS

IT IS ENDANGERING LIFE ON EARTH ITSELF



APRIL FOOLS DAY 2009- MAUDE BARLOW

Australia has a water crisis. 

Australia is a nation destroying its water heritage
in order to remain an economic powerhouse



APRIL FOOLS DAY 2009- MAUDE BARLOW

What has gone wrong here in Australia? 

Damaged waterways
privatisation

dams
desalination 

diversion 
no vision

There is an urgent need for Australian governments 
to declare a National Water Emergency



National State of Emergency for Water

IMMEDIATELY declare a 
National State of Emergency for Water

guided by the principles of a ‘WAR CABINET’

Oct 2008     Formulated at National Rural Womens’ Su mmit Canberra

April 2009  Affirmed @ Launch of Australian Water N etwork,

April 2009  Presented ‘Rural Women in a Changing Cl imate’ Victoria



Share your views

National Human Rights Online Consultation
Australia, share your views!

National Human Rights Online Consultation.

Closes Friday 26 June 2009



The current water situation and The current water situation and 
proposed solutions are  a threat to proposed solutions are  a threat to 
the very existence of our society in the very existence of our society in 

Southern Australia.  Southern Australia.  

We are at the edge of a precipice We are at the edge of a precipice 
and the view down is not attractive.and the view down is not attractive.

Mary Crookes, CEO, Victorian Mary Crookes, CEO, Victorian 
WomensWomens ’’ TrustTrust

Castlemaine Vic 21 May 2009Castlemaine Vic 21 May 2009



Garrett Hardin 1968 
"The Tragedy of the Commons “ Science

This describes a dilemma in which “multiple 
individuals”
acting independently in their own self-interest 
can ultimately destroy a shared limited resource 
even when it is clear that it is not 
in anyone's long term interest for this to happen

WHO ARE “MULTIPLE INDIVIDUALS”?
GOVERNMENTS?
CORPORATES?



WHAT IS GOING ON  IN SE Australia?









Murray-Darling 
‘almost beyond recovery'



http://www.ourwater.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/image/0017/22256/NRmap-780.jpg

Murray-Darling 
‘almost beyond recovery'



SOME ISSUES 
of the Victorian watershed Southern Murray Darling Basin 

People- fantastic ‘ordinary’ ‘exceptional’ hospitable 

People- with creative responses to the rapid changes -
environmental, social, economic, governance



SOME ISSUES 
of the Victorian watershed Southern Murray Darling Basin 

Ian McPhail commissioner for sustainability:
Vic State of the Environment Report  Oct 2008

CLIMATE CHANGE or ... drought, drought and more dro ught

WIDESPREAD DROUGHT means FARM PRODUCTION DROP

SEVERE RAINFALL REDUCTION

LITTLE/NO IRRIGATION ALLOCATION- RIGHTS STILL PAID F OR

WORRIES ABOUT INCOME GENERATION – FARMS AND TOWNS



CLIMATE CHANGE REFUGEES – ‘rain changers’
POPULATION DRIFT BECAUSE UNABLE TO SURVIVE

RISING TRANSPORT COSTS/PEAK OIL

DESKILLING

UNCREEKS, RIVERS- CHAIN OF PONDS,

80% drop in catchment dams flows for 30% rainfall d rop

30% drop in catchment from increase in small block dams 

RIPARIAN SICKNESS

BIODIVERSITY THREATS – REDUCTION, EXTINCTION
Both landscape species and food species



DNSWS Forecast of total inflows in the Murray syste m over next 50 years





Rivers - Assessment of River Condition –
Victoria

www.anra.gov.au/topics/water/condition/vic/basin-mu rrayriverina.html

• The VIC portion of the Murray River has been 
defined as the section of the Murray River that 
extends from Hume Dam to the South Australian 
Border.

• The major population centres that draw a 
supply from the Murray River include Wodonga, 
Yarrawonga, Echuca, Swan Hill, and Mildura. 

• The major Victorian tributaries to the Murray 
River include the Kiewa River, Ovens River, 
Broken River, Goulburn River, Campaspe 
River, Loddon River and Avoca River . 



Where some of SA's water starts its journey
in Carnarvon Gorge, Queensland 



Murray Mouth 
South Australia

Weekly Times Now 
March 2009 



.

Climate change may wake up 
Australia's ‘sleeper’ weeds

Impending water shortages 
spell unforeseen financial losses

www.murrayriver.com.au/education/photos/

An economy based on carbon means more floods, 
droughts, extreme weather, disease, and ecological stress. 
Adapting to climate change will take everything we have... 

all the heart, soul, and smarts

The Bureau of Meteorology said many temperature rec ords The Bureau of Meteorology said many temperature rec ords 
had not so much been broken as smashed,had not so much been broken as smashed,

as the southern states endured the as the southern states endured the heatwaveheatwave . . 
The MurrayThe Murray --Darling Basin Authority's quarterly update Darling Basin Authority's quarterly update 

showed the drought there is worsening. showed the drought there is worsening. 
Toxic algae blooms are expected, water storage Toxic algae blooms are expected, water storage 

is down by three quarters and decent rain is at lea st months awais down by three quarters and decent rain is at lea st months awa yy
April Fools Day 2009April Fools Day 2009



Lake Hume January 2006

Grazing country in the Murray basin



When this 
Red River Gum 

was a wee 
seedling, 

William the 
Conqueror 
was saying 

to his mates 
"Do any of you 

boys fancy
a boat trip 

to Britain ?"



IN 10 YEARS, 
Australia's largest bank will not exist unless we get a new source of deposits. 

This is not a money bank.
This bank distributes water to maintain the ecology necessary to make food 

which eventually becomes money.
Our bank, the Murray Bank, is in big trouble. 

If it fails it has ramifications for the whole economy 
that will be far greater than, say, two of the four big big banks failing.

KENNETH DAVIDSON
www.theage.com.au
December 1, 2008



It is possible to live without money. 
It is impossible to live without water or food. 
For a decade now the Murray-Darling Basin 

(which includes the Goulburn River, whatever Victoria's Premier, John Brumby, says) 
has been in drought. 

It is long enough to suggest
that the basin is experiencing climate change irrespective of the reason.

KENNETH DAVIDSON
www.theage.com.au
December 1, 2008



According to the bank's auditor, the Murray-Darling Basin Commission, 
until 2000 the average flow from the mouth of the river was 5000 gigalitres a year. 

Climate change forecasts now predict the flow will become negative, 
meaning the river will dry up progressively, 

with acidification moving upstream from the mouth 
unless at least 500 gigalitres can be found to flush out the mouth now. 

In simple terms our Murray Bank is already trading while insolvent.

KENNETH DAVIDSON
www.theage.com.au
December 1, 2008



...Yet the new Council of Australian Governments water agreement
will allow the bank to continue to trade 

with derivatives in the form of water licences without water. 
If it was a real bank, the directors would be risking jail. 

Even so, Victoria's Premier wants to take more water from the bank 
based on future deposits, 

which the CSIRO suggests won't be available. 

KENNETH DAVIDSON
www.theage.com.au
December 1, 2008



Salinity 
one of the most critical issues facing the Murray-Darling Basin

The Salinity and Drainage Strategy, 
adopted 1988 by the Murray-Darling Basin Council, 
targeted salinity reduction

/www.atse.org.au/index.php?sectionid=284



Dry bed of Hume Reservoir near Tallangatta Vic 
Sept 2008 



Rivers - Assessment of River Condition –
Victoria

www.anra.gov.au/topics/water/condition/vic/basin-mu rrayriverina.html

• The catchment area above Hume reservoir (NSW/VIC) is 
the primary source of the Murray Rivers water. It covers 
less than 1.5% of the total area of the Murray-Darling 
Basin, but contributes 37% of the total inflow to the 
Murray River in an average year.

• About one- third of the catchments water comes from 
the Mitta Mitta River in Victoria and two-thirds from the 
Upper Murray.

• About one-third of the total inflow of water to the Murray 
comes from the Riverine Plains; 
– the Ovens, upstream of Yarrawonga; 
– the Goulburn, upstream of Echuca, 
– the Campaspe at Echuca; 
– and the Loddon, upstream of Swan Hill



Murray/Goulburn River Junction 

Old Tree Clinging to the Bank 
of the Goulburn River



Rivers - Assessment of River Condition –
Victoria

www.anra.gov.au/topics/water/condition/vic/basin-mu rrayriverina.html

• The water resources of the Murray have 
been harnessed to support the most 
productive agricultural areas in Australia. 
The average annual diversion from the 
Murray to supply Victoria is 1,639,000 ML. 
Irrigation accounts for 94% of the total 
water diversion.



The Goulburn River is a key river for 
the fruit 
and dairy "food bowl" of Victoria. 

The flood markers 
seem like wishful thinking
at the moment with levels 

extremely low 
and it isn't even summer 
yet.

2006



Waranga basin holding Bendigo and Ballarat  and irrigation water



Concerns raised over water pipeline supply

Fri Mar 20, 2009 

.



Beyond Reasonable Drought
touring photographic exhibition
Near Shepparton Victoria



www.plugthepipe.com/



Source : Sun Herald
Standing firm: Deb McLeish confronts officials before her arrest at the family property 
with neighbours and other family members, including wheelchair-bound mother Vera, 80
Deb McLeish contested the charge of obstruction laid against her by Melbourne water. 

Deb was arrested on her own property “Silverdene”. 
This case and its ramifications are extremely important to all landowners. 

Judgement has been reserved until the 19 June 2009,  
Seymour Magistrates Court, 9.30 am.



ARLOW also objects to the water trading that allows big agribusiness to soak up a growing share of water supply, and the notion of la
piping water around states or nations, from where it exists in nature to the big cities, industries, or agricultural areas where it's consum

indigenous and farm communities against urban centres, she argues ? an observation echoed in the angry bush push against
"These are very hard questions that have to do with the global systems, and global values of economic globalisation. Local communitie

profoundly wrong ."
CLICK HERE FOR THE FULL REPORT

From the Age's, Grim days ahead for the Murray - National Rural News ...
Maude's Quote : " This is about the stupidest idea I have come across in a long, long time.."



Lake Eildon on the Goulburn River 2006



Goulburn Murray Water
Water Storage Levels 

Last Updated: 14/06/2009

JunMayAprMarFeb

12.48%12.20%12.19%13.41%16.36%

3334158Capacity (ML)

12.48% of Capacity

416086Current Volume





Waranga Basin from the Goulburn River 

Main Water source for irrigation
+ 300,000 population



Water Storage Levels 

Last Updated: 14/06/2009

JunMayAprMarFeb

14.53%13.62%17.45%29.35%30.86%

432360Capacity (ML)

14.53% of Capacity

62832Current Volume





Echuca Victoria
the most southern reach 
of the Murray River



Murray River upstream of Echuca (K Stockwell) 



The Murray downstream from  Echuca





? Showing reduction in aquifer recharge near Murray river 
www.mdbc.gov.au/nrm/groundwater



Bankrupt water plan costs more than money

In danger: the Campaspe River, a tributary of the Murray River, 
runs through Rochester in central Victoria and provides irrigation 
for the surrounding agricultural land. Photo: Jessica Shapiro 2005



Extreme low flow conditions during 2004–2005

in the Campaspe River near Rochester





www.landcareechuca.com.au/



Campaspe/Murray Confluence at Echuca



Lake Eppalock 5% capacity 
12 October 2004



Lauriston Reservoir on the Coliban.



Loddon at Bridgewater 2002



Loddon at Serpentine after moderately good winter rains october 2004



The Loddon at Boort
Taken late October 2004 
after moderately good winter rains. 



The bed of the Loddon just upstream of the Newstead bridge
March 22 2009 

t

“The Loddon River is a pretty sad sight at the moment.
Tonight I walked from the ‘ford’ downstream 

to the weir just above the bridge over the highway. 
There is a lot of willow debris in the river ...

The river is virtually completely dry with just a few small, stagnant pools 
and very little in the way of bird life. 

I saw a few White-browed Scrub-wren’s, a Grey Shrike Thrush and that was about it! 
Bring on a downpour”



Hanging rock lake woodend



Date?



Loddon at barnghup 19 august 2008



Loddon at kerang near murray before drought



THE PLANTATIONS WERE EFFECTIVELY PRIVATISED
WHEN HANCOCK GAINED THE RIGHTS 

TO LOG THE PLANTATIONS 
UNDER A 99 YEAR LEASEHOLD AGREEMENT 

STARTING IN 1998.
THE HARDWOOD PLANTATIONS 

HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED BY MACQUARIE BANK, 
PRIMARY YIELD (AMONGST OTHERS)

HANCOCK PLANTATIONS WERE 
ESTABLISHED BY

THE STATE GOVERNMENT OF 
VICTORIA,

WHO THEN CORPORATISED THEM
WITH THE ESTABLISHEMENT OF

THE VICTORIAN PLANTATIONS 
CORPORATION IN 1993.

Logged dry creek bed



Declared Water Catchment: 
Plantation located in Cairn Curran Proclaimed Water  Catchment. 
Proclaimed 30/6/62.
Plantation Catchment: Numerous creeks flow through Castlemaine. 
Forest Creek to Loddon River
Catchment Managment Authority:
North Central Catchment Management Authority. 
Responsible Authority: Mount Alexander Shire Council 

Region: Ballarat
Legal Number: LEGL/93-24
Plantation: CASTLEMAINE

This plantation was very likely to be 
aerially sprayed with 2,4,5-T 
between 1968 and 1977. 
The Dioxin TCDD may still exist in soil 
in this plantation. 
For more historical data on 2,4,5-T    
click here . 
For more information concerning the 
continuing health crisis 
concerning 2,4,5-T please forward         
to here .





Healthy Rivers Campaign Director Dr Paul Sinclair 
Inspects a dry Loddon River 

with members of the local community. August 2006

Bendigo City Council is holding a public forum on water
on Thursday 31 August, 2006 at the Bendigo Town Hall.

we encourage you to come along to discuss the issues 
and begin the search for solutions 

that will provide a secure water future for residents, 
farmers and the environment.



New Years Day Victoria
protection of 95,000 hectares of river red gum wetl ands in Victoria 
including four new National Parks along the Murray,  Goulburn and Ovens rivers 
in northern Victoria.
The declaration of four new National Parks 
and extensions to the Murray-Sunset and Terrick-Terrick National Parks, 
totaling over 95,000 hectares;

1. The new Barmah National Park will be the first in Victoria to be jointly managed 
with traditional owners, the Yorta Yorta people;

2. Logging will be reduced by around 70% and will cease in the new National parks;

3. Cattle grazing will be cease in the new National Parks.



As the world's oldest surviving culture, 
Indigenous Australians offer 
a profound depth of knowledge, 
but Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander voices 
often struggle to be heard in debates 
about water scarcity, carbon trading 
protection of our natural landscapes 
and wildlife.

Steven Ross Coordinator of the Murray Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations, confederation of the             
ten Indigenous nations belonging to the vast region spanned by the Murray-Darling Rivers

“There are 70,000 Indigenous people in the Murray-Darling Basin and a lot of those people live in
large centres like Dubbo, Albury. But many Indigenous people  live in smaller, discreet Aboriginal
communities like Cummeragunga. My own community, Deniliquin, is 200 Indigenous people. 
The overwhelming reason why the Basin in the condition it's in, is because of bad management over 
allocation of water and the current drought. But climate change exacerbates both those problems 
One initiative we're trying to implement is the idea of cultural flows, where Indigenous people manage 
and control water allocation and water is delivered to sites decided by Indigenous people and self-
determined by Indigenous people. That way, we can help supplement environmental flows, but it's 
actually controlled by Indigenous people, so there's a self-determination or rights agenda attached 
to water allocations. This is also about installing hope in people; it's not an insurmountable problem.
A lot of non-Indigenous people are leaving the Murray-Darling basin. For future planning and 
particularly around our new climate change regime, there'll be a lot more Indigenous people here. 
We're not leaving. We’re already growing five times faster than the non-Indigenous population. As 
people leave the Murray-Darling basin on the south, there are a lot of planning issues there for 
Government and other people. The people that are going to be left and the consistent population is 
going to be Indigenous people-we like it”.

ABC Message Stick 220509



SOLUTIONS



As the world's oldest 
surviving culture

Indigenous Australians offer 
a profound depth of 
knowledge

There's a 
self-determination or rights agenda attached to water allocations 
through cultural flows determined by indigenous peoples 

This is also about installing hope in people 
it's not an insurmountable problem.

Steven Ross
Coordinator of the Murray Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations 

confederation of the ten Indigenous nations 
belonging to the vast region spanned by the Murray-Darling Rivers

ABC Message Stick 220509



APRIL FOOLS DAY 2009- MAUDE BARLOW

THE WAY FORWARD 

Declare water a public trust

Reinstate public ownership

Watershed restoration 

Conservation- crucial 

Abandon big dams diversion [pipes] desalination ... for 'soft' conservation... 
much less expensive

Fair allocation 

Equitable right to water
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Tanks for every home 
and all buildings

Industry 
tanks





Hopeful links

www.blessedunrest.com
paul hawken

www.wiserearth.org



Only those who will risk going too far can possibly  find out howOnly those who will risk going too far can possibly  find out how far one can gofar one can go


