
Learning Together As We Go: 

Cross-boundary collaboration 
to grow local living economy in 

South East Queensland



Welcome everyone
thanks for coming along

We are standing on Aboriginal 
land and we acknowledge the 
Traditional Owners of this land



Patterns and Relationships

© Cal MacKinnon



There’s a new story emerging from the limits to glo bal, 
industrialised economic systems and it’s called LLE :

* Microfinance – Grameen Bank
* Business Alliance for Local Living Economy - BALLE

* Small Mart Revolution
* 100 Mile Diet

* Resilience Movement (CSIRO and Resilience Alliance)
* Indigenous/First Peoples Alliances and Movement

* Permaculture
* Transition Towns Movement

* Relocalisation Movement
* Farmers Markets

* Slow Food Movement
* Ethical Investment

* Green Energy
* and more



In South East Queensland there are many LLE seeds:

• Building Sustainable Small Business program (BSSB)
• Food Connect – Community Supported Agriculture
• SEQ LLE Network – Logan, Scenic Rim, Gold Coast
• Tamborine Mountain’s Green Shed
• Mt Barney Precinct
• Scenic Rim Escape’s “100 Mile Diet” for tourism sector
• Community Markets throughout the region
• Community Banks
• Sustainable Industrial Hemp
• Independent, community-based media
• Beechmont’s B-Fresh
• Beechmont Business & Enterprise Network (BBEN)
• Scenic Rim Sustainable Business Directory



They are all based on relationships 
between people and place



What is a Local Living Economy (LLE)?

LLE is about economic power residing within local 
communities:

• LLEs locally produce and exchange as many 
products & services as they practically can

• LLEs support, encourage & promote local 
ownership of SMEs

• LLE consumers appreciate the benefits of buying 
locally, creating local jobs & keeping dollars 
earned & spent in the local community

• LLE businesses source products locally wherever 
possible



One of the keys to building LLEs is 
local, sustainable food and local, 

sustainable farming – CSAs, farmers 
markets, slow food, organics, 
permaculture, biodynamics.

Food links with many local industries & 
businesses as well as with 

communities, households and nature.



Sustainable food & farming can 
‘solve for pattern’



Food is a great entry point to LLE



Benefits of Local Living Economy

• Communities are strengthened – connections between people are 
revitalised

• Trust between businesses and consumers is strengthened by face-to-
face relationships

• The quality of goods and services is lifted because of relationships

• You get to see the impact of business decisions every day in your 
own community

• Children grow up with a sense of connection to a place and its people 
– and have a thriving local economy to live and work within



• The natural environment benefits – reduced carbon footprints and 
reduced land impacts

• New enterprise opportunities are easily identified and developed

• Gaps can be seen and filled by local entrepreneurs

• Better long-term viability and business confidence

• Connections between businesses are strengthened



South East Qld LLE Network

• Cross-boundary and Cross-sectoral
• Informal network built on personal relationships and 

common understandings
• SEQLLE Rationale created to create common base
• Logan City Council, Gold Coast City Council, Scenic Rim 

Regional Council
• Tourism sector, Indigenous People, Not For Profit, Small 

Businesses, social enterprise
• Aim to put LLE  on the policy table as a valid approach to 

economic development
• Aim to leverage pilot projects and existing initiatives in 

LLE



Learning as we go

• Connecting people, projects, ideas
• Strengthening relationships
• Validating LLE by recognising LLE in 

thought, word and deed
• Seeding new ways and letting the light in
• Continual observation, conversation and 

learning - sharing



-

We don’t yet know if an LLE approach is the 
solution to all the world’s economic woes (it 

may be but we don’t know that yet…)

But we do know that stronger local 
economies will not hurt our local 

businesses, communities, households and 
natural environment



Networking Discussion Groups

• What might be some of the benefits to your 
business, your community and your region from 
more consciously and proactively ‘going local’?

• What would your community and local economy 
look like, sound like, feel like in 10 years time 
(2019) if LLE policies, principles and practices 
were put in place now? 



“We want and deserve the delight that comes with working 
communities. Wandering into a cavernous Wal-Mart is a 

desolate experience. Cheap, but cheap in every way. 
Wandering through a town where you depend on the
people around you, and they depend on you – that’s 

called living. Humans were built for it…”

Bill McKibben


